STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for September 18, 2008

Members Present:  Dave Barnicle, Dave Mitchell, and Donna Grehl 

Members Absent:  Ed Goodwin and Frank Damiano 

Also Present:

Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, John Hanson, Rob Levesque, Mark Farrell, Michelle and Robert Audino, J. Morrison, Gerald Suprenant, Glenn Krevosky and Buddy Soper. 

7:10 Meeting Opened

DB – OPEN MEETING

CPA, Zoning Study Committee, and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· Lakes advisory update - DM stated SLAC is working on revisions of final report.

· ZSC- DG stated at the meeting last Thursday there was discussion of the property on New Boston Rd. & Rte. 20

· Approval of Minutes - Approval tabled to 10/2/08 meeting.

7:15 p.m. *Update: 246 Fiske Hill Road Enforcement Order– Robert Levesque present on behalf of owner.

· Levesque stated at the request of the Commission they are here to discuss a record plan and a letter based on that record plan that details the status of the property as it exists as of our letter.  Levesque stated culvert #1 is not installed exactly per the plan nor were there flared ends installed, riprap aprons and other accoutrements that were shown on the plan.  Levesque stated there are soil piles covered by vegetation, there are inlets and outlets to culverts two and three that have become vegetated and there is some hydrophytic vegetation that is starting to develop.

DB asked if the plan that the Commission approved is going to protect the resource areas, whether there are areas on the plan that Levesque disagrees with.  Levesque stated the slopes are not extreme, with the proper riprap aprons and changes to erosion control sediment barriers he feels there shouldn’t be any soil migration into the bordering vegetated wetland. Levesque stated his plan is to reestablish erosion controls and the construction entrance per the proposed plan.  There should also be some angular riprap. Levesque stated he would repair culvert # 1 and construct a retaining wall and grass depression. Levesque stated culvert # 1 is in the wrong location, there is no flared end section on it and no riprap at the outlet. Levesque stated he proposes to reinstall it correctly per the plan. Levesque stated he would upgrade culverts two and three per the Commissions comments, as needed. Levesque stated the foundation hole needed to be dewatered. Levesque stated right now there is standing water in the cellar hole.

· DM asked if the water is ground water.

· Levesque stated it is hard to tell he stated he hasn’t done borings.

· Hanson stated he’s going to be constructing the dwelling. Hanson stated he is going to pick the foundation up, he feels it was put in too deep. Hanson stated that stones will be placed in the bottom of the foundation hole that drainage needs to be put in around the house and find a place to run a drainage pipe, and a standard perimeter drain. Hanson stated if needed, he would put in a swale.

· DM asked how much he is going to pick up the foundation.

· Hanson stated at least a foot.

· DB stated according to the Order of Conditions, the cellar hole is illegal it was not supposed to have been constructed prior to the time of the appropriate placement of the two culverts and the rock wall near culvert # 1.  DB stated one of the first things that happened after the first builder cleared the trees illegally, he dug the hole. DB asked in the surveying, is the foundation in the proper place according to the approved plan.

· Levesque stated it is not exact but its pretty close.

· DB asked if the foundation was going to be left for the winter.

· Hanson stated that it will be a modular home and it will be in 30 days after it’s ordered.

· DB stated that the Commission typically requests that a Certificate of Compliance not be requested from them for two years to allow for growth. DB stated the Commission likes to make sure that the sight is very stable before we issue the Certificate of Compliance.

· DG stated there were areas where there was over clearing.

· Levesque stated that they will see how the areas are re-vegetating and if necessary plant some trees.

· DG stated she would like to see the original boundary followed.

· Levesque stated that is the plan they are coordinating.

· DB asked what the lifespan of the erosion control logs are.

· Levesque stated he thinks two years.

· EJ asked the Commission if once she does a site visit and approves the erosion controls, is the enforcement order lifted.

· DB stated yes, under the control of EJ. DB stated that if EJ is not comfortable then the Commission would take a site visit.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road. Mark Farrell from Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette.

· EJ stated she is still waiting for Natural Heritage comments.

· Farrell stated there is a change in the location of the septic system.
· EJ stated she needed a more detailed narrative that details how the performance standards are going to be met for the bordering vegetative wetlands. EJ stated she needed the riverfront performance standards and the bank performance standards for those three resource areas because of the potential for alteration with the crossing and also a potential area, which is proposing to be filled and replicated. EJ stated also an alternative analysis for the riverfront and the bank alteration is required.  EJ stated she would like to see in a plan form a minimum of three different options with less impact, percentages submitted for the amount of riverfront area and the amount of bank on site.  EJ stated she needed the percentages being altered because we have the 10% thresholds on this and we need to find out if we need wildlife habitat evaluation and whether or not we’re exceeding any thresholds for the performance standards.  EJ stated other items of concern was an area that was a channel like formation and filling this area would create a hydrologic divide between two areas.  EJ stated she has concerns about the replication; she would like Farrell to speak about those, and also the openness ratio calculations for the stream crossing, the bank full calculations and how the standards for the replication will be met.
· Farrell stated the replication is going to be in an area that was filled prior. Farrell stated there’s a vegetated wetland above and below and putting in the driveway you might bisect it.  The area is designed to span more than 1.2 times the bank full width.  The stream standard crossing is designed to meet the MA regulations for optimum crossing which is not required here because it’s not a fish-bearing stream.
· EJ stated she disagreed.  EJ stated she was out at the site yesterday and the area was channel like, like an intermittent stream.  The wetland replication should be a last resort.  If the plan includes filling a wetland she would recommend a peer review, she would like to see a crossing, an arched culvert, some type of spanning.
Public Hearing Continued to 10/16/08 @ 7:30 p.m.
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposed addition to single family home (garage) at 12 Champeaux Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Douglas and Jennifer Morrison.

· EJ stated she did a site visit, the area is very flat, there is a thick vegetated buffer between the bordering vegetated wetland and the proposed work area and she is waiting on NHESP comments and a DEP file number. EJ stated she has no issues; the erosion controls seemed appropriately placed.
· DG asked where the drainage would go.
· DB suggested a drip strip.
· DM asked if it’s a gravel driveway.
· Applicant stated it is.
MOTION: 
Moved by DM, seconded by DG to accept the plan as amended for the gravel with the understanding that you take the drip strip suggestion.  EJ stated to include if there’s any concerns that come up from DEP and NHESP.

                   
Vote:  3/0 

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing  - NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposal to repair a septic system associated with a single-family house at 177 Podunk Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Gerald Suprenant.

· EJ stated she did a site visit.  The area is extremely flat, there is a thick vegetated barrier where the work will take place and the wetland, and the erosion controls are good.

MOTION: 
Moved by DM, seconded by DG to accept the plan pending necessary approvals from the Board of Health and a DEP file number.

             
Vote:  3/0
8:15 p.m. Public Hearing – RDA: Request to Determine whether work associated with a proposed garage addition is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act and Wetlands Bylaw at 33 Mountain Brook Road.  EcoTec, Inc. representing Robert and Michelle Audino.

· EJ stated she did a site visit, the applicant is proposing a 16’ x 24’ addition to the existing garage and removing two trees.

· Audino stated there would be a gutter on the left side of the garage.

MOTION:  
Moved by DG, seconded by DM to accept the plan to include a drip strip, that the plan should also indicate that the applicant has additional blacktop area.

                    
Vote:  3/0

8:30 p.m. Public Hearing – ANRAD DEP 300-785: Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation to confirm resource area boundaries at 7 Allen Road and 277 New Boston Road.  Waterman Design Associates representing Plimpton Meadows Nominee Trust.

· Request for continuance to allow time for peer review.

Public Hearing continued to 10/02/08 @ 8:15 p.m.

8:45 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-784: Proposed 8,532 s.f. addition to the west side of existing commercial structure with associated storm water controls at 660 Main Street.  EBT Environmental Consultants representing Neptopic.

· EJ stated the situation still exists with the infiltration chamber.  TSS removal is not what they are claiming for the TSS credit.
· EJ stated they have since incorporated a hooded catch basin in the plan for pre-treatment.
· DM asked what the roof is going to be made of.
· Quinn stated it would be a membrane roof.
· EJ stated she recommends a condition for monitoring as long as the site is unstable.
Public Hearing continued to 10/02/08 @ 8:30 p.m. (5 minute time slot).
8:15 PM OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows)

OLD BUSINESS

Amendments to DEP #300-780: Leadmine Mountain/CRC Phase I

· The Commission reviewed and accepted amendments.

NEW BUSINESS

8:25 PM

Letter Permits

170 Lake Road – Repair Retaining Wall 

· EJ stated that she did a site visit and the applicant would like to wait until the drawdown to do the repair on the retaining wall. EJ stated that the wall has already fallen in halfway and the bank is being undermined by erosion severely.

· DB stated that he would like a sketch and also asked if the vegetation was staying or going. DB asked if the materials being used exist on site or are they bringing in new material. DB stated the applicant understands that there is no digging of a footing unless there has been a permit given and no encroachment upon the lake.

· DG asked if the owner could avoid contact with the shrubbery.

· EJ stated that she would contact the owner and ask for additional details.

326 The Trail – Tree Removal

· EJ stated there is a cut out on the back porch pushing up on the patio and cracking and also the tree is leaning.

· DM suggested the Commission wait for Northern Tree to come back with their comments.

109 Fiske Hill Road – Tree Removal

· Request from Mr. and Mrs. Lucey to remove two large white ash trees on their property.  

· EJ states there is a statement from Dennis Panu(sp?), an arborist that indicates both trees are a hazard, one is diseased.

MOTION:  
Moved by DM, seconded by DG to accept the tree removal.

                     
Vote:  3/0

Request for Field Amendment to Order of Conditions 

300-782: 31 Bennetts Road - McKnight

· Buddy Soper stated he is proposing to install a 10’ wall along the side of the swale where the water drains from across the street.

MOTION:  
Moved by DM, seconded by DB to accept the amendment for a small retaining wall. 

                    
Vote:  3/0

EJ will send a letter of approval to B. Soper.

Complaints

300-747:271 Holland Road: Kimball – drainage problem/erosion

· EJ stated there is a roof drainpipe and water is coming out onto a neighbor’s property. EJ will contact the property owner and advise them that something needs to be done.  They can choose an engineer at their discretion and they will need to come before the commission.

Allen Road: Driveway, retaining wall and walkway – no permit

· DM requested a site visit.

Sign Permits

Correspondences

PLAC
10:00 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE
MOTION:
Moved by DM, seconded by DG to adjourn at 9:40 p.m.

                        Vote: 3/0  
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